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Located between historic 
Wilmington, NC and 

lively Myrtle Beach, SC, 
Brunswick County has 

experienced 47% growth 
since 2000

Work where you Play in North Carolina
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

Brunswick County North Carolina is strategically located in the Myrtle Beach 
MSA between lively Myrtle Beach, South Carolina and historic Wilmington, North 
Carolina, offering a broad variety of resources and amenities and livability that 
appeals to people of all ages, tastes and stages of life and career. 

Wilmington, North Carolina, 
which lies just across the Cape 
Fear River from Brunswick 
County, is home to the state’s 
largest National Register 
Historic District.  Wilmington 
has a keen sense of tradition and 
preservation, as well as a need to 
push beyond the conventional.  
The city leverages this balance 
to attract global corporations 
like GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy, 
Verizon Wireless, PPD and 
Corning.  Businesses large 
and small fall in love with the 
historic charm, quality of life, 
big-city amenities and skilled 
workforce.  

• North Carolina has ranked #1 in Site Selection Magazine’s Annual 
Business Climate Rankings nine times in ten years

• North Carolina was ranked #2 in Best State for Business in 2010 
Chief Executive Magazine’s annual survey

• Wilmington, NC was ranked by Bloomberg Business Week                                 
as ‘The #7 Most Fun, Affordable City’

• Wilmington was included in the RelocateAmerica’s Top 
100 Places and by Forbes as one of the 15 Best Places in 
the Country for Business and Careers

• Outdoor recreational attractions are       
unbeatable, offering a temperate climate for 
year-round play on any of the 39 signature 
golf courses in Brunswick County with 100 
more nearby, 45 miles of Atlantic beaches 
and an avid hunting community making 
the perfect fit for any company serving the 
shooting and sporting consumer
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TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Interstate 40 runs from the west coast of California to the east coast of Wilmington, NC, ending 
just outside of Brunswick County.  Newly constructed Interstate 140 connects to Interstate 40 just 
north of Wilmington and continues to Highway 17 in Brunswick County, allowing you to bypass 
the center of Wilmington.  Phase 1 of the Interstate 140 extension is currently under construction 
with plans to open in 2013.  This will connect US 74/76 in Brunswick County to Highway 17, 
allowing for faster and easier access to the southern part of Brunswick County from the industrial 
corridor in Leland.  Phase 2 of the extension will connect US 74/76 to Highway 17, allowing direct 
access from north of Wilmington to the southern part of Brunswick County.

Interstate 95 is accessible via US 74/76 approximately 65 miles to the west of Brunswick County.  
US Highway 17, which runs from New York to Florida, is four lanes throughout the 40 plus miles 
it transverses through Brunswick County to connect Wilmington, NC to Myrtle Beach, SC.  

US 74/76 are joint four-lane highways that connect the North Carolina Port of Wilmington 
to Interstate 95 in Lumberton, NC and Interstate 77 in Charlotte, NC.  Brunswick County has 
developed two 1,000+ acre industrial sites on US 74/76, the Mid-Atlantic Industrial Rail Park and 
the International Logistics Park of North Carolina, that we are aggressively marketing as ideal   
‘At-Port’ locations in North Carolina.  
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TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

AIR SERVICE

Brunswick County is served by Wilmington International Airport and Myrtle Beach International 
Airport. Wilmington International Airport serves over 750,000 passengers per year with direct 
flights to NY LaGuardia, Philadelphia, Washington DC, Atlanta and Charlotte.  The Myrtle Beach 
International Airport is served by seven major commercial airlines and all major cargo carriers 
offering more than 28 direct routes including New York, Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago and more.

RAIL SERVICE

Brunswick County is served by CSX Rail.  CSX Transportation Davis Rail Yard in Leland has a car 
capacity of 2,250, is three miles long, has 55 separate tracks and provides freight transportation 
and serves as the base for switching operations.  Davis Rail Yard offers long- and short-haul truck 
service and has a transloading ability for dry and liquid bulk products, warehouses for lumber, 
paper and packaged products, and steel centers for ferrous and non-ferrous materials.  CSX 
Transportation provides daily service for boxcar, tanker and general cargo services to the North 
Carolina Port of Wilmington.

NORTH CAROLINA PORT OF WILMINGTON

Owned and operated by the North Carolina State Ports Authority, the Port of Wilmington offers 
terminal facilities serving container, bulk and breakbulk operations. Wilmington is one of the few 
South Atlantic ports with readily available berths and storage areas for containers and cargo.

An aggressive capital program has positioned the Port of  Wilmington in a new class of service to 
the maritime transportation industry. A   42-foot navigational channel offers customers additional 
vessel capacity. Readily available modern transit and warehouse facilities, new state-of-the-art 
Panamax container cranes and support equipment, and the latest in cargo management technology 
provide a broad platform for supporting international trade to the fast-growing Southeast U.S. 
market.

The Port of Wilmington has service to the Far East, Central America, Middle East and Trans 
Atlantic with ample capacity to support today’s cargo volumes.  The Port continues to invest in the 
facility with a major expansion project currently under way.  
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POPULATION AND LABOR DRAW

Brunswick County is the second fastest-growing county in North Carolina, experiencing a growth 
rate of 47% since 2000, a hotbed for growth and development while retaining the laid back coastal 
lifestyle that defines the area.  As of 2011, the total Brunswick County population is 110,097.

Brunswick County’s superior labor environment and skilled productive workers, along with a 
comprehensive workforce development network and exceptional educational opportunities, ensure 
that people and businesses have what they need to succeed.  Our skilled workforce is dependable 
and hardworking, 36 percent more productive than the average U.S. worker.  We have a growing 
and diverse population fueling a high-quality labor force for today’s advanced manufacturing and 
knowledge-based industries.   A broad variety of resources and amenities helps businesses in the 
region recruit and retain top-notch executives, managers, scientists and other professionals. 

In December 2012 Forbes named North Carolina Number 4 in its rankings of the best states for 
business.  Forbes says that “People have been flocking to North Carolina over the past five years, as 
the state has the highest net migration rate in the US.  The state has the smallest union workforce 
in terms of percent of total employment, resulting in labor costs that are 19 percent below the 
national average and third lowest in the US.”  North Carolina is an “at-will” employment state and 
one of 23 states with a “right-to-work” law.   

BRUNSWICK COUNTY IS PART OF THE 11 COUNTY NORTH CAROLINA’S SOUTHEAST 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP:

1.08 M POPULATION •  12% GROWTH SINCE 2000 •  545,000 IN WORKFORCE
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Brunswick County has a growing and experienced labor pool.  We offer a highly productive 
workforce for companies concerned about the quality of their products and services.  We have 
a strong diversified industrial base.  Wage rates are lower than US and NC averages and have a 
low turnover rate.  Over 10,000 highly-trained individuals enter the workforce annually as they 
transition out of service from NC’s ten military installations skilled in avionics, communications, 
electronics, transportation & logistics.

While Brunswick County is part of the Myrtle Beach MSA, the primary labor draw for the county’s 
industrial-zoned sites is from neighboring New Hanover, Pender and Columbus Counties in 
North Carolina.  The population in this four-county area increased by 32% from 2000 - 2010 
(from 426,274 to 460,518) and the number of housing units increased by 35%.   According to data 
collected by the Cape Fear Workforce Development Board the estimated workforce in the four 
county area is 204,207.  The unemployment rate in Brunswick County in March 2013 was 9.9%.

The following information on availability and quality of the workforce is the result of employer 
interviews performed by a nationally recognized site selection consultant in the evaluation of 
Brunswick County for a production facility employing more than 1,000:

AVAILABILITY OF LABOR

• Low skilled  - Very Good

• Semi-skilled  - Very Good

• Skilled   - Good (Multi-craft is harder to fill, less applicants)

• Displaced Workforce - Several quality workers in the boat building industry

• Labor Draw  - Employers reported that they can easily recruit the majority from                      
within a 30-mile radius; however, some employees commute up to 50-miles each way

QUALITY OF LABOR

Turnover rates were very low for each of the industries interviewed.

• Work ethic   –  Good

• Accustomed to a 24 x 7 (rotating shift) operation schedule

CULTURE ENDOWED OUR LABOR POOL WITH WORK ETHIC.  COMMUNITY VALUES ARE 
STRONG.  THE DESIRE FOR A GOOD JOB IS STRONG.  THIS FAMILY-FRIENDLY COASTAL 

COMMUNITY IS THE IDEAL LOCATION FOR YOUR MANUFACTURING OPERATION.

POPULATION AND LABOR DRAW
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EMPLOYMENT/WAGES BY INDUSTRY

WORKERS COMMUTING INTO AND OUT OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY

14,743 Brunswick County Residents live and work in Brunswick County.  The commuting patterns 
of the remaining Brunswick County workers are as follows:

DESTINATION COUNTY # WORKERS
New Hanover, NC  8,148
Wake, NC   1,776
Horry, SC   974
Mecklenburg, NC  862
Columbus, NC  741
Other Areas   5,988
TOTAL OUT-COMMUTING 18,489

ORIGIN COUNTY  # WORKERS
New Hanover, NC  3,107
Columbus, NC  1,087
Horry, SC   947
Pender, NC   564
Wake, NC   431
Other Areas   5,988
TOTAL IN-COMMUTING 3,715

Total Workers Commuting Out of 
Brunswick County

Total Workers Commuting Into 
Brunswick County

POPULATION AND LABOR DRAW
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2010 Total Population 93,177
2015 Projected Total Population 98,900
2012 Total Private Businesses 12,166
2012 Total Private Employees 122,972
2012 Manufacturing Businesses 400
2012 Manufacturing Employees 14,550
2012 Transportation & Warehousing Employees 819
2012 Civilian Labor Force 48,724
Total Unemployed 5,608
Unemployment Rate 11.5%

MANUFACTURING DEMOGRAPHICS IN A 30 MINUTE 
DRIVETIME OF THE MID-ATLANTIC INDUSTRIAL RAIL 
PARK AND INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS PARK OF NC
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Brunswick County Board of Ed.  Education & Health Services  1000+

County Of Brunswick    Public Administration   1000+

Wal-Mart Asso. Inc.    Trade, Transportation & Utilities 500 - 999

Progress Energy Carolinas   Trade, Transportation & Utilities 500 - 999

Brunswick Community College  Education & Health Services  250 - 499

Brunswick Community Hospital LLC  Education & Health Services  250 - 499

Food Lion     Trade Transportation & Utilities 250 - 499

DAK Americas     Trade, Transportation & Utilities 250 - 499

J. Arthur Dosher Hospital   Education & Health Services  250 - 499

Marine Terminals Corp. East   Trade Transportation & Utilities 250 - 499

Bald Head Island    Financial Activities   250 - 499

Department of Defense   Public Administration   250 - 499

Lowes Home Centers    Trade Transportation & Utilities 100 - 249

Lowes Food Stores Inc    Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100 - 249

Troon Golf LLC     Leisure & Hospitality   100 - 249

Securitas Security Services USA Inc  Professional & Business Services 100 - 249

Victaulic Co Leland Facility   Manufacturing    100 - 249

B & K Coastal LLC    Construction    100 - 249

Atlantic Telephone Membership  Information    100 - 249

SBH Wilmington LLC    Education & Health Services  100 - 249

Brunswick Cove Living Center LLC  Education & Health Services  100 - 249

Harris Teeter Inc    Trade Transportation & Utilities 100 - 249

Town of Oak Island    Public Administration   100 - 249

Archer Daniels Midland Co   Manufacturing    100 - 249

Ocean Ridge Plantation Golf Inc  Leisure & Hospitality   100 - 249

LARGEST EMPLOYERS IN BRUNSWICK COUNTY
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QUALITY EDUCATION & CUSTOMIZED TRAINING

The North Carolina community college system offers customized industrial training to new and 
existing companies.  With the support of the local, state, and national resources they will identify 
and obtain the right resources to create a customized program at little or no cost to the client.  All 
training is based on the company’s needs, and is structured by the company and community college 
to help the company in creating jobs, investing in new machinery and equipment, or streamlining 
processes for efficiency. It includes pre-employment assistance, qualified instruction and training, 
facilities and equipment, and supplies and customized materials. Actual instruction and training 
can be done through college personnel, through the company by offsetting the costs of instructor 
wages, through third party vendors, and through “Train-the-Trainer” programs that provide start-
up training to newly hired North Carolinians.

 Other training features include:

• Customized media development

• Process manuals

• Orientation and process DVDs and 
interactive learning solutions

• Classroom, on-the-job, and lab training

• Computer based interactive programs 
and 3-D simulation

• Job profiling

• Pre-employment assessments

Brunswick Community College has two 
campus locations:  Leland, which is across 
the Cape Fear River from Wilmington, and 
Bolivia, the county seat.  BCC currently has 
2,147 enrolled in general curriculum and 
7,162 participating in Existing Workforce 
Development and Continuing Education.  
Currently BCC is offering Electronics 
Engineering Technology, Welding 
Technology, and Continuing Education 
Courses in Heating Ventilation A/C and 
Welding, with cumulative enrollment of 
166.

Leland Industrial Training Center is located on the Brunswick Community College Leland 
campus.  This 26,000 square foot facility has two computer labs, an information highway room, a 
computerized basic skills lab, classrooms, multipurpose meeting rooms, an industrial maintenance 
lab and industrial production bays.
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA WILMINGTON

The University of North Carolina-Wilmington had 13,733 students enrolled at the University in the 
Fall of 2012.  The University is made up of the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Health 
and Human Services, the Cameron School of Business, the Watson School of Education and the 
Graduate School.   It offers bachelor’s degrees in 52 majors and 35 master’s degrees, as well as a 
Ph.D. in Marine Biology and Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and Administration.  

• US News & World Report ranked UNCW the fourth best public regional university in the 
South; this is the 14th consecutive year UNCW was ranked in the top 10

• UNCW skyrocketed to number 17 on Forbes’ 2010 list of “America’s Best College Buys”, 
placing it in the magazine’s top 20 among all colleges and universities in the U.S. for 
providing a high quality education at the lowest cost to students

• Named One of 50 “Best Value” Public Colleges by Princeton Review for Third Consecutive 
Year

• UNCW is part of an exclusive group of colleges and universities included in the Fiske Guide 
to Colleges
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SUPERIOR BUSINESS CLIMATE

North Carolina’s local and state-level officials work closely together to develop packages that 
meet the comprehensive, diverse needs of new and expanding industry, such as tax credits for job 
creation and port usage, grant programs, site development assistance and expedited permitting.  

Brunswick County excels in the ease and speed of the permit process for county permits. Most 
all building, utility and landscaping permits can be obtained within one week. Stormwater 
management permits can take longer with final approval coming from the state. The Economic 
Development Director personally works with the new industry and assists them in completing the 
permit process.

TAX BURDEN

Brunswick County taxes are among the lowest in the state of North Carolina. The tax rate is 
44.25¢/$100 value for site/building and equipment. An investment, for example, of $10,000,000 
would result in a tax of $44,250/year. There is no school tax.  The Mid-Atlantic Industrial Rail 
Park and International Logistics Park of North Carolina are located in Unincorporated Brunswick 
County so there is no local tax.  
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TAXES AND INCENTIVES

ARTICLE 3J TAX CREDITS

Brunswick County is designated as Tier 3 by the North Carolina Department of Commerce. 
Industries that locate or expand operations in Brunswick County may be eligible for various state 
programs, including Article 3J Credits.  To qualify for Article 3J Credits, companies establishing 
or expanding operations must meet the following requirements:

• The primary activity of the business must be one of the following:  aircraft maintenance 
and repair; air courier services hub; company headquarters that creates at least 75 new 
headquarters jobs; customer service call centers; electronic shopping and mail order houses; 
information technology and services; manufacturing; motorsports facility; motorsports racing 
team; research and development; warehousing; and wholesale trade

• The average wage of all full-time workers employed by the taxpayer at the establishment 
during the taxable year must meet or exceed $574 per week or $29,848 per year

• The taxpayer must offer qualifying health insurance for all full-time positions at the 
establishment and pay at least fifty percent (50%) of employee premiums

Eligible taxpayers that meet the above requirements may benefit from the following:

• $750 tax credit for every job created after the first 15

• Credit for Investment in Real Property equal to 30% of the eligible investment for companies 
that invest at least $10 million in real property within a three-year period and create at least 
200 new jobs within two years

• Credit for Investment in Business Property equal to 3.5% of the cost of capitalized tangible 
personal property in excess of $2 million that is placed in service during the taxable year

ADDITIONAL TAX CREDITS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS PARK OF NC

The International Logistics Park of North Carolina is a joint Columbus County / Brunswick 
County Park, benefiting from the labor force and amenities of  a Tier 3 county with Tier 1 
incentive status.  The Tier 1 thresholds and credits are as follows: 

• $12,500 tax credit for every job created after the first five

• Credit for Investment in Real Property equal to 30% of the eligible investment for companies 
that invest at least $10 million in real property within a three-year period and create at least 
200 new jobs within two years

• Credit for Investment in Business Property equal to7% of the cost of capitalized tangible 
personal property that is placed in service during the taxable year.

These credits may be combined to offset up to 50% of the taxpayer’s state income and franchise tax 
liability, and unused credits may be carried forward for up to five years
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TAXES AND INCENTIVES

PORT ENHANCEMENT ZONES (PEZ)

The North Carolina General Assembly recently passed legislation that new or expanding 
companies locating within 25 miles of a North Carolina Port and utilizing the Port are eligible for 
an additional tax incentive of $1,000 per job created.  An additional $1,000 per job is available for 
employees hired that reside within the 25 mile radius of the Port or by a long-term unemployed 
worker.  The thresholds under the Article 3J Tax Credits are lowered to that of a county with Tier 
One incentive status:

• $12,500 tax credit for every job created after the first five

• Credit for Investment in Real Property equal to 30% of the eligible investment for companies 
that invest at least $10 million in real property within a three-year period and create at least 
200 new jobs within two years

• Credit for Investment in Business Property equal to7% of the cost of capitalized tangible 
personal property that is placed in service during the taxable year.

Many of Brunswick County’s industrial properties fall within the Port Enhancement Zone.

POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES

Targeted, performance-based incentive programs complement the state’s competitive cost structure 
and low business tax burden to offer a cost-effective place to locate or expand.

• Industrial machinery and equipment is exempt from sales and use tax but is subject to en 
excise tax equal to one percent with a maximum of $80 per item

• Parts and accessories to manufacturing machinery are taxed at one percent

• Motor vehicles are exempt from sales and use tax but are subject to the highway use tax equal 
to three percent of the retail value of the motor vehicle with a maximum tax of $1,500 per 
recreational vehicle and $1,000 maximum per Class A or B motor vehicles 

• Infrastructure financing programs, including bonds, grants and loans, provide important 
resources necessary for some projects

• Funds may be offered to construct access roads and railroad access tracks required by a new or 
expanding industry

• A number of discretionary incentive programs, including the One North Carolina Fund and 
Job Development Investment Grants, may be available to new and expanding businesses

• North Carolina, Brunswick County and Columbus County also offer grant opportunities
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NORTH CAROLINA PORTS TAX CREDIT
Any customer – business or individual – of the North Carolina State Ports who is subject to North 
Carolina income taxes can qualify for a tax credit.  Basically, a customer – new or existing – may 
take a credit on income taxes due to the state for any increased use of Ports facilities.  

• This tax credit is earned on cargo wharfage and handling fees (in or out) charged by the North 
Carolina  State Ports Authority

• The credit is the amount by which the current year’s fees exceed the average of the past three 
years

• The credit applies directly to income taxes due to the state – up to 50 percent of the total tax 
liability for each tax year. Any unused credit may be carried forward for the succeeding five 
years

• The maximum cumulative credit that may be taken may not exceed $2 million

There are some limitations - for example, bulk cargo through the Port of Wilmington is excluded.

EXAMPLE 1
NEW NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORT USER

Year 1   $0

Year 2   $0

Year 3 (current year) $100,000

Total Fees   $100,000

$100,000 / 3 years = Average Fee $33,333

Year 3 Fees   $100,000

- Average Fees  -33,333

Tax Credit   $67,000

EXAMPLE 2
CURRENT USER - INCREASED VOLUME

Year 1   $50,000

Year 2   $100,000

Year 3 (current year) $100,000

Total Fees   $250,000

$250,000 / 3 years = Average Fee $83,333

Year 3 Fees   $100,000

- Average Fees  -83,333

Tax Credit   $16,667

Source:  North Carolina State Ports Authority
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• The average warmest month is July.

• The highest recorded temperature was 104°F in 1999.

• On average, the coolest month is January.

• The lowest recorded temperature was 0°F in 1985.

• September is the average wettest month.

CLIMATE AND WEATHER IN BRUNSWICK COUNTY
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HURRICANES AND STORMS IN BRUNSWICK COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

Category 4: HELENE (September 1958); Wind Speed: 115 Knots

Category 2: BERTHA (July 1996); Wind Speed: 90 Knots

Category 2: (Name Unknown) (January 1970); Wind Speed: 90 Knots

Category 1: OPHELIA (September 2005); Wind Speed: 70 Knots

Category 1: DIANA (September 1984); Wind Speed: 65 Knots

Category 1: (Name Unknown) (January 1970); Wind Speed: 75 Knots *

Tropical Storm: ARTHUR (June 1996); Wind Speed: 40 Knots

Tropical Storm: ALMA (June 1966); Wind Speed: 40 Knots

Tropical Storm: (Name Unknown) (January 1970); Wind Speed: 45 Knots *

Subtropical Storm: SUBTROP1 (May 1976); Wind Speed: 45 Knots

Tropical Depression: CLARA (September 1977); Wind Speed: 20 Knots

Tropical Depression: ABBY (June 1968); Wind Speed: 25 Knots

Tropical Depression: (Name Unknown) (September 1961); Wind Speed: 30 Knots

Extratropical Storm: (Name Unknown) (August 1910); Wind Speed: 40 Knots

* Hurricane and storm wind is an average wind speed during the storm’s life in Brunswick County, North Carolina

AVERAGE PRECIPITATION BY MONTH

CLIMATE AND WEATHER IN BRUNSWICK COUNTY
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QUALITY OF PLACE

Eclectic. Engaging. Affordable. Our region’s livability appeals to people of all ages, tastes, and 
stages of life and career.   Located between Wilmington, North Carolina and Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, we offer a broad variety of resources and amenities which help businesses in the region 
recruit and retain top-notch executives, managers, scientists and other professionals.

Outdoor recreational attractions are unbeatable. Brunswick County boasts six beautiful beaches on 
barrier islands, ideal for swimming, sunbathing, surfing and more. Both deep-sea and freshwater 
fishing are popular pastimes here, as are hunting, hiking, camping, canoing and water-skiing along 
the region’s rivers, lakes, state parks and nature preserves. A temperate climate allows for year-
round golf at any of Brunswick County’s 39 signature courses, with more than 100 others nearby.

A comfortable life in Southeastern North Carolina is affordable, too. Ample lands and still-
reasonable construction costs fuel growth in the region’s diverse housing stock, which offers 
residential options tailored to fit any preference and budget. Business-minded government officials 
provide reliable public services as efficiently as possible, keeping local tax rates as attractive as 
those of any location in America. Consumer-focused utilities strive to offer electricity, gas and the 
latest telecommunications services at competitive prices. Overall, the cost of living in the region 
mirrors the modest cost of doing business here.
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QUALITY OF PLACE
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QUALITY OF PLACE
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Work where you Play in North Carolina

BRUNSWICK COUNTY NORTH CAROLINA
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

PO Box 158
20 Referendum Drive
Bolivia, NC 28422
www.BrunswickEDC.com

(910) 253-4429 office
(910) 880-0184 cell
(910) 253-5326 fax
jbradshaw@brunswickedc.com

The Brunswick County Economic Development Commission is your resource 
for economic development information, relocation assistance and business 
expansion support in Brunswick County North Carolina.
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